
L ocated on Maryland’s eastern 
shore, The Cross Island Trail is 

a linear park offering walkers, run-
ners and cyclists a safe and scenic 
means of traversing  Kent Island, 
from Chesapeake Bay to the Kent 
Narrows.  Six miles in length, the 
trail features natural vistas and  op-
portunities to view native plants and 
wildlife in a natural setting.  It was 
immediately hailed for its great envi-
ronmental, recreational and aes-
thetic value. 
 
Dissen & Juhn Corporation con-
structed two, 10’ wide timber pe-
destrian bridges along the trail.  The 
two bridges, 522’ and 181’ long, 
respectively, were founded on 12” 
diameter timber piles of varying 
lengths.  Pile bents were 12’ on cen-
ter, and driven to a 10 ton bearing 
using conventional pile driving 
equipment.  
 
The longer of the two bridges spans 
the mouth of Piney Narrows Creek 
on Kent Island.  The close proximity 
of a major interstate, and tidal 

marshes on either end of the struc-
ture, necessitated the use of a float-
ing crane for construction.  The 
shorter bridge traverses a small 
stream in the center of the island, 
and was constructed from land. 
 
 In addition to the piling, the struc-
tures feature 10x12 pile caps, heavy-
duty  4x10 stringers, 3x10 decking, 
and 2x8 handrails mounted on 4x6 
posts. 

 
 This project was made possible with 
funding from a variety of national, 
state, and local agencies. 
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